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1. Introduction 

1.1. zaz 

Zaz is a constructed language started in November, 2014. It is my 2015 flagship conlang, and is 
engineered to be small and logical. 

1.2. This version 

This is a partial re-haul edition, where the documentation has been greatly better organised, the 
Modifiers have been taken from a failed 3.0, and Times, days and dates have been added. 



2. Alphabet, phonology and orthography 

2.1. Consonants & vowels 

Along with 18 consonants, there are 6 vowel sounds - combining to make 18 separately treated 
vowels. Consonants are sorted into "croups" for naming in a CCVC structure (revise 5.2.). 

Consonants: m n, p b t d k g, w s z c j f v x, y, 1 

/mnpbtdkg9s zj*3 f v xj 1?/ 

Vowels: aoeuiqaoeufqadeulq 

/a o e a i d ai oi ei Ai ii m ia io ie iA ii io/ 



The whole alphabet: manopebutidqkdg6we^tizfcdjafdvexftyil^[ 

When quoting single consonants, the vowel after it with diacritic removed is used. When quoting 
a vowel, the consonant before it is placed after. 

For all those not quite with it when it comes to IPA (the International Phonetic Alphabet, which is 
used to express all sounds naturally found in human language) here is a quick explanation of the 
sounds: 



Consonants 

m, as in many; 
n, as in nights; 
p, as in previous; 

b, as in billy; 
t, as in talk; 
d, as in dogs; 

k, as in ketchup; 
g, as in generously; 
w, as in thank; 
s, as in singing; 
z, as in zoo; 

c, as in ship; 

j, as in prestige; 

f, as in fake; 

v, as in vegans; 

x, as in loch, but a li'l softer; 

y, as in yellow. 

1, as in lap. 



Vowels 

a, as in apple; 

0, as in thought; 
e, as in egg; 

u, as in ugly; 

1, as in igloo; 

q, as in orange; 

a, as in apple with an ee after it; 
6, as in thought with an ee after it; 

e, as in egg with an ee after it; 
u, as in ugly with an ee after it; 

f, as in igloo with an ee after it; 

q, as in orange with an ee after it; 
a, as in apple with an ee before it; 
6, as in thought with an ee before it; 
e, as in egg with an ee before it; 
u, as in ugly with an ee before it; 
i, as in igloo with an ee before it; 
q, as in orange with an ee before it. 



Notes 

• A doubled vowel or consonant is spoken as sound-sound, where the hyphen is a separation 
of syllable (/./). A doubled vowel, if with a diacritic, only doubles the last vowel sound; 

• If there is an /if after a vowel, and another different vowel proceeds it, or the proceeding 
vowel has an /if before it and the first does not have one after it, a glottal stop /?/ is put 
between the two vowel clusters. 

2.2. Punctuation 

All sentences (which are all lower case, by the way) end in a full stop (period), and have a double 
space after them. If spoken loudly (is an exclamation), the sentence starts with an exclamation 
point. A comma (,) is used in place of an ellipsis, where it indicates a long pause. A tilde (~) is put 
at the end of the word to extend Central Vowel in a whiny way. An apostrophe (') is put after a 
vowel to extend it (/:/), and will extend whatever the last sound happens to be, whether it be the 
actual vowel or an /i/. 

2.3. Dialects & Loans 

2.3.1. Tonal 

Originally, zaz was tonal, but I dropped this and favoured for the /if methodology (Credit to 
/u/SnuggleMoose for that one!). The pronunciation of vowels changes to use tone, as where the 
upward diacritics represent a rising tone, and the downward diacritics represent a falling tone, 
with normal characters being a mid tone. 

2.3.2. Diacritical change 

As covered in 2.1., a vowel which has a diacritic has either a /i/ before or after it. There could be 
some dialects which change this to another vowel not used, or something not too errorsome like 
the use of / a/. 

2.3.3. Using non-zaz words 

If a word is not of zaz origin, it is translated as best as possible into zaz phonology, and must begin 
with a z, replacing the current consonant if a fricative, else simply added onto the beginning. 
Also, unless it is entirely necessary to have (this excludes proper-nouns), any trailing vowels are 
unspoken, yet still wrote. 



3. Word structure 



Rootwords are the root of a word, and are in a CVC format, where C is a Consonant and V is a 
Vowel. All zaz words, in their root form, are nouns. Most of the time in use, a whole zaz word 
includes its prefixes and suffixes, which are labelled as Articles and Modifiers. However, there are 
other word forms which are standalone Articles or Modifiers. Here are all the exact word forms: 
(((V1)V2)V3)C1V4C2(V5(V6(V6))) or VI or (Vl)V2V5 or V5: or V5V5: or [z]V7 or 
(((...V)C)V)C[q/qa] or ((Vl:)V2:)V3:(((...V)C)V)C[q/qa] or ((Vl:)V2:)V3:[u/a](((...V)C)V)C[q] 
Where... 

VI V2 V3 are Articles 

CI V4 C2 are the Rootword 

V5 V6 are Modifiers 

V7 is part of a Meta (Revise 3.3.) 
Unmarked V & C are used in numerals. 
(V4 is known as the Central Vowel) 
To express /:/, revise 2.2. 

3.1. Word changes with meanings 

A doubled V3 (or VI, if V3 is not applicable) means you want to know the word. This can be done 
in multiple words in the sentence: 

lan amaake. you a-girl-be? You're a girl? 

agiige, agiig. plural-apple?-be... a-apple?-be [They] are apples? Is one apple? 

!lab6. lan id^en. hello! you (of last)-health? Hello! How are you? 

laan amake. you? a-girl-be You are a girl? 

A doubled C3 (or V5, if C3 is not applicable) negates the whole word. (Be warned, this can also 
create a V-VV structure). Some examples: 

udabbe. the-child(not)-be Not the child. 

acl&b, mav acldbb. plural-children... please plural-child(not) Children... please not 

children. 

ddbbae, mazzae. (not)young-be & (not)beautiful-be Not young and beautiful. 

!eee. that-be(not) That's not it! 

A doubled first consonant changes a word to a little-endian number. 

A normal number, shown with the -q suffix, is in "big-endian," where the left most characters 
denote the largest unit of a number. However, if the first consonant of a number is doubled, it 
makes the left most characters denote the smallest units of the number, starting at a whole 1. In 
this case, the listener assumes that it is a number, and therefore the -q suffix has the use of the 
negative number suffix. Revise 3.6. for a deeper insight into numbers. 



3.2. Articles 



Articles are vowels stacked onto the start of a word which make a selection (or add a quality) in a 
collection of the certain object it is attached to. There can be up to 3 added onto the start of a 
Rootword, and they can be standalone (revise 3.). When stacking them, alphabetical order is used. 



Vowel 


Meaning 


Vowel 


Meaning 


a 


jlllgUldr. UoCU. LU illdJvc ally UUJcLL Uut- U/ 

an object. It makes it a generalisation of 
so, as in English - a dog. 


i 


OUUTCc ^IrUIIl Lllc WOrU, dDlallvc Labc). 

makes the word a source, where things 
come from it. (Revise 3.5.2.). 


O 


1 Ilia/ LTldL. UocU LU Iclcl LU Lllc UUJcCL 

within context of the conversation, or 
bring it within. This differs from 
English in examples such as "this looks 
heavy," as your friend lifts a dumbbell. 


A 

q 


IvlUoL. IlldJvco Lllc WUIU Lllc UlUoL Ul a 

quality or quantity. 


e 


Product of such/therefore: makes the 
word a product of the last clause, 
sentence, or topic. (Revise 3.5.2.). 


a 


Exactly/only: makes the word mean 
exactly or only the word, and not a 
variant of it. 


u 


The: used to make the word as the best- 
known, most approved, most important 
or most satisfying. 


6 


Small: makes the word small or 
insignificant. 


i 


Of the last subject: used to make the 
word of the last subject, as possession. 


e 


Big: makes the word big or significant. 


q 


Plural: makes the word a plural 
amount: n > 1. Only used if the amount 
is not already expressed. 


u 


For (the word): makes the previous 
clause or object for the word. 


a 


Subject: marks the word as a subject. 


1 


Destination (to the word): makes the 
word a destination, and means 
something goes towards it. (Revise 
3.5.2.). 


6 


Plaucal (small amount; some): makes 
the word a plaucal amount: 1 < n < a 
medium amount for the object. 


q 


Least: makes the word the opposite of 
most. 


6 


Any: makes the word mean any one of 
that object. 


44 


More: makes the word more than, in 
comparison to the previous objects of 
the sentence. 


u 


All: This article makes the word mean 
all of the object type or collection. 


44 


Less: makes the word less than, in 
comparison to the previous objects of 
the sentence. 



Notes 

• If a sizing article is used before an article of amount, it affects the amount. 

3.3. Modifiers 



Modifiers are vowels stacked onto the end of a Rootword, and change the word's meaning. When 
stacking them, alphabetical order is used. 



Modifier 


Meaning 


Modifier 


Meaning 


a 


Adjective: makes the Root word its 
adjective form, which is listed in the 
Dictionary. 


qa 


Negative number: makes the word a 
negative number, using big- 
endianness and the letters as 
octodecimal system. 


0 


Verb: makes the Root word its first- 
verb form, which is listed in the 
Dirfionarv 


qo 


Secondary verb: makes the word a 
second-verb, which is listed in the 
Dirfionarv 


e 


Be: makes the whole word a being. 
(Revise 4.2.2.) 


qe 


At: makes the word a place of static 
destination. (Revise 4.2.2.) 


u 


Being verbised by next verb: marks 
the word as having the following 
verb done towards it, and being 
changed in the process. 


qu 


Noun: forces the word, in whatever 
state, to be a noun (while still 
retaining dynamic meaning). 


i 


With: This states the word is with the 
last object. 


qi 


None: makes the word a null version 
of itself - non-existent. 


q 


Number: makes the word a positive 
number, using big-endianness and 
the letters as octodecimal system. 


qq 


Against: makes the word against the 
previous clause or object. 


a 


Secondary noun: makes the word a 
second-noun, which is listed in the 
Dictionary. Usually an antonym or 
similar obiert 

kj AJ.-LAAJ.fcJ.J_ V-/ f 1 \s W fc- * 


qa 




r 

0 


Future will verb: makes the word a 
future tense verb, which the present 
tense of is listed in the Dictionary. 


q6 


Future secondary verb: makes the 
word a future tense second-verb, 
which the present tense of is listed in 
the Dictionary. 


6 


Will be: makes the word a future 
tense being. (Revise 4.2.2.) 


qe" 


Will be at: makes the word a place of 
future static destination. (Revise 
4.2.2.) 


u 


Will be verbised by the next verb: 


qu 





Modifier 


Meaning 


Modifier 


Meaning 




marks the word as the following verb 
shall perform towards the it, and 
change it in the process. 






i 


Will be with: states the word will be 
with the last subject/ object. 


qf 




4 


Ing: makes the word a verb which is 
progressive. It takes on the tense of 
previous verb Modifiers, and is by 
default in the present tense. 


q4 


Person of: makes the word a person 
which takes the occupation or form 
of the word. 


a 


Alike: makes the verb an adjective 
which describes as close to the 
original word— alike the original 
word. 


qa 




6 


Past tense verb: makes the word a 
past tense verb, which the present 
tense of is listed in the Dictionary. 


q6 


Secondary verb past tense: makes 
the word a past tense second-verb, 
which the present tense of is listed in 
the Dictionary. 


e 


Was: makes the word a past tense 
being. (Revise 4.2.2.) 


qe 


Was at: makes the word a place of 
past static destination. (Revise 4.2.2.) 


u 


Was verbised by the next verb: marks 
the word as have had the following 
verb done towards the word, and 
changed it in the process, but it has 
now returned to a normal state. 


qu 




1 


was with the last: states the word 
was with the last subject/object 
(most likely recently). 


ql 




4 


Have done: states the word has been 
done (most likely recently). 


q4 


Machine/thing of the word: makes 
the word a machine or any 
contraption which takes the 
occupation or form of the word. 



Notes 

• Making a noun a verb which does not have a clear verb-form simply takes on the 
characteristics of the noun. 

• If the word is an overrided-to-be-a verb, -o is dropped. Example: I have finished eating is 
gqtquq" (mouth-last-ing) not gqtoquq (eat-last-ing). 



• Some of the Modifiers would be better suited as Articles, such as qe, which is alike the 
Articles f and 1, but I decided to make them as Modifiers to even things out, and be able to 
use tense. 

3.4. Metas 

A Meta is a simple CV structured word of which acts as a context modifier or marker, and 
separates a sentence into clauses: 
za - Cebuano: oi 

Used at the end of a sentence to express an extra amount of emotion for the sentence, 
zo - and 

Used to show two items separately, but still being acted on by the same action and party. Also 

working just as a comma in English, for simply separating clauses. 

ze-or 

This separates two or more propositions, of which only one may be true/chosen, 
zu - because, due to 

This makes the following clause the reasoning of the previously mentioned, 
zi - in contrast to 

This makes the first clause a contrast between itself and the second clause, 
zq - in spite of 

Used to make the first clause at the mercy of the second clause's unexpected occurrence, 
zd - please 

A word used at the end of a sentence to ask politely that it be done, or used standalone. 
zi-yes 

Used as a reply to affirm a boolean accepting question, 
ze-no 

Used as a negative used to express dissent, denial, or refusal, as in response to a question or 

request 

za- thank you 

A word used at the end of a sentence to show gratitude towards somebody else's action, or used 
standalone. 



4. Grammar and Syntax 



4.1. Sentencing 

• As a normal sentence, the tense is in the present, and the subject is the speaker. By this, it 
acts as if there was a hidden subject word at the start of every sentence. 

• The word-order follows SVO (Subject, Verb, Object). 

• Clauses are defined with Metas (revise 3.3.). 

• Subject is carried between only clauses, and reset to the speaker after each ending. Any 
time a subject is mentioned/marked, the rest of the sentence's Modifiers & Articles after it 
adopts that subject. 

• In sentence where the first clause is a statement of being or comparison, and the second 
clause is a future tensed statement, the whole sentence can be considered an "if- 
therefore." 

• Elliptical construction can take place so long as it makes sense to both speakers. 

• Adjectives proceed what they are describing. 

4.2. The art of stating 

4.2.1. Introduction 

With zaz, I needed a system to make things small and keep dedicated words indicating parts of a 
sentence to a minimum. I also wanted to experiment and make things a bit interesting for myself 
and anybody wishing to learn. Therefore, I created what I like to label as the Absorption System, 
where words with certain Articles or Modifiers absorb context, and attract other words' context 
to theirs. Adjectives come after what they are describing, and therefore the words which absorb 
are treated as such in the greater view of things. I, personally, love the system: it means you can 
state something with a certain vowel and it will be recognised as something things go towards, or 
become. 

4.2.2. The cases of absorption 

(taken from 3.1. and 3.2.) 

Article e - product of such/therefore 

This Article makes the word a product of the previous clause, sentence, etc. tis used (almost alike 
an adjective) alike so: 

J saw a shiny thing and became distracted. 
\isb cej tara epawo lamu. 

[i] see-(past tense) thing gold-(adjective) therefore-distraction-(verb) I-(verbised by last verb). 

As you can observe, the verb to distract is the product of the previous action of the speaker, which 
was seeing a shiny thing. 



Article q - source (from the word) 

This Article makes the word a source of other words. If present in a clause, you assume that 
things aforementioned are actively coming from it. tis used (alike a verb) alike so: 

He 'sjust come from his home. 
ladiqrada uvqy. 

he (of last)-(source)-home only -now. 
Article i - destination (to the word) 

This Article makes the word a destination of other words. If present in a clause, you assume that 
things aforementioned are actively going towards it. tis used (alike a verb) alike so: 

tis time we should be going to London. 
dax, lab Izqndqn taga. 

Time, we (destination)-London should. 

If a lone destination article is used, it makes the clause (where something is moving) mean tis 
coming towards [an abstract place]. 

Modifiers e, 6, h - be 

This Modifier makes the word a being, in where previous entities are it. It is used alike so: 

He is a small dog. 
lad aodoge. 

He a-small-dog-be. 

Modifiers qe, qe\ qe- at 

This Modifier makes the word a place where something is. It is used alike so: 

She will be here, 
lak komqe. 

She here-(future at). 

4.2.3. Other cases 

• If the speaker simply states an object, where the object is marked as theirs, the sentence is 
considered that the speaker has the object. This could be an actual entity, quality, etc. 

• If the speaker only states an object in a clause, in conjunction with other clauses, the 
object is taken into consideration. Examples: 

dax, lab qjada. time, we (source)-home 

pato pjof, bedo. [I] punch-(verb) mirror, smash-(verb) 

• To issue commands, the sentence is stated as if the desired person/s are doing it, and then 



the time in which you want it done is stated as a verb. Example: 

lan g4to odogd wqjo. you mouth-(verb) that-wolf now-(verb) 

lan mavqo qyaja kuvaa. you leave_be-(verb) (plural)-gate found-(adjective)- 

(alike) 

• If an action has been done to somebody which leaves something behind, such as pain or 
memories, it can be expressed that the person has it, alike so: 

tuzo apat igfrnqe. [I] have a-punch (of last)-arm-at I was punched (and it hurts). 

• To give a word a verbal custom, such as "that item which you put on the floor" (which the 
use of "put" makes either a verbal custom or a past tense object), one puts the object into 
context as if it has done the action in the past, alike so: 

ocat j<|moq mabqo. that-cat swim-(verb)-(have done) return-(verb) 

That cat which swims is back. 

So long as there is context beyond the verb which is not describing the action of the cat 
having swam, it is considered a verbal custom. 

• To include something with a previously mentioned statement, as in English's "too" and 
"also," you put the Meta for "and" at the beginning of the sentence. 

• If a word is made a verb, and does not have an explicit verb form, the verb means "to 
become" the object. 

• If an adjective comes before a noun it is selecting the noun out of a selection, where the 
object being expressed has qualities which match the adjective. 

4.3. Numbers 

Numbers are expressed by taking a pattern of (V)C and treating it as an octodecimal system. This 
is understood as a number, from potentially other root words, as it ends in the suffixes -q or -qa, 
or has a doubled first consonant. By default, a number is big-endian, but can be changed to little- 
endian by doubling the first consonant (revise 2.3.). To have an octodecimal point, you use the 
word Ion, and for a decimal point, you use lop, or use a period ("."), in writing. The table below 
shows the numeric value of the letters. 



Consonant 


Vowel 


Octodecimal value 


Decimal value 


m 


a 


0 


0 


n 


0 


1 


1 


P 


e 


2 


2 


b 


u 


3 


3 


t 


i 


4 


4 


d 


q 


5 


5 


k 


a 


6 


6 


g 


0 


7 


7 



w 


a 
C 


Q 
O 


Q 
O 


c 
O 


u 


Q 

y 


Q 

y 




/ 
1 
1 


A 


1 n 




1 


R 


1 1 

XX 


J 


\ 

a 


r 


1 9 

XZj 


f 

1 


\ 
U 




1 ^ 


V 




F 

XL 


1 A 

Xrr 


V 
A 


\ 
1 1 

u. 


1 


1 c: 
lj 


y 


\ 

1 


G 


16 


l 


q 


H 


17 



Example 


Octodecimal value 


Decimal value 


mq 


0 


0 


nq 


l 


1 


senq 


922 


2,954 


ann 


20 


36 


jodq 


C55 


18 


omqa 


-21 


-37 


nanqq 


1015 


5,855 


gavqa 


-8DE 


-2,498 


agavq 


181E 


8,456 


namanq 


10001 


104,977 


mmamax 


F0000 


1,574,640 



5. Scripts & customs 

5.1. zazd 

riwp n 9nenn4J42K5 n J w^W-P^ep- • \ i+- 

manopebuti dqkagowesuz i cq j af ovexuy i 1 q . , ! 1 +- 

zaza is the standard alternate script to Latin for expressing zaz. It is wrote left-to-right. 

Its vowel characters have flicks on either the first part of the stroke or the last part of the stroke, 

acting as diacritics. 



5.2. People's names 

To be distinct from other words in zaz, names are in a C1C2V1C3 structure, where CI and C2 
cannot be from the same croup. 

As all names contain a word, parents will naturally be careful when naming children, especially 
when it can have its vowels swapped around, etc. 

Some names may end up being more common than others in the use of consonants and the 
croups. 

5.3. Times, days and dates 

A time or date is simply a number which either starts with the Articles u- or a- (revise 3.2.), but is 
not to be mistaken for a plain number. The date is separated by the time (starting with a u-) by 
saying the date has been done, and a day of the week has the singular Article used (a-). To use an 
Article on a date or time, you extend it/them. All alike so: 



daax. 


time? 


What is the time? 


udqe peq. 


the-(5)-be (50). 


It is 5:50. 


daaxa. 


date? 


What is the date? 


ukqeq naq. 


the-(6)-be-(have done) (18) 


It's the 18 th of June. 


vaad. 


day? 


What's the day-of-the-week? 


abqe. 


a-(3)-be 


It's a Wednesday. 


o'atq badae. 


This-a-(4) bad-(adjective)-be 


This Thursday is bad. 


u'ugqq coza. 


The-the-(7)-(have done) sad-(adjective). 


The sad July. 



Zaz date 


English date 


Zaz day-of- 
the-week 


English day-of-the-week 


unqq 


January 


anq 


Monday 


upqq 


February 


apq 


Tuesday 


ubqq 


March 


abq 


Wednesday 


utqq 


April 


atq 


Thursday 


udqq 


May 


adq 


Friday 


ukqq 


June 


akq 


Saturday 


ugqq 


July 


agq 


Sunday 


uwqq 


August 






usqq 


September 






uzqq 


October 






ucqq 


November 






udqq 


December 







NOTES 

to ask "why" - "reason?" 
"what?" - "this?" 
time and dates 
fix uzaz 

Boustrophedon 



